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culture. Cyavana's asrama was situate on the banks of the
Narmada, possibly near Rajapipla, if what Yudhishthira was
told on his pilgrimage to these parts had any element of
truth in it. The Bhrgus had Bhrgutirthas on the
Narmada. The next wave of immigrants settled in
Kathiavada, where Haryasva, a Yadava king, founded a
kingdom. Girinagara, (Junagadha) Kusasthali and Prabhasa
were the earliest Aryan settlements in the peninsula.1

Later, Sahasrarjuna Kartavirya of the Haihaya race,
a branch of the Yadus, a great conqueror, turned
his attention to this land. The Haihayas probably
represent the race classed by Sir George Grierson,
in his theory of Indo-Aryan Languages, as the Outer
Band of Aryans in contradistinction to the Midland
Aryans^ of the Punjab and the Gangetic valley.
Kartavirya did not like the pretensions of the
Midland Aryans who were laying the foundations
of small states and a great civilization in the
north. Once, the myth runs, he killed the sage
Jamadagni, a Bhrgu of the Midland and an associate
of the great Visvamitra, and drew upon himself the
wrath of his son, the fierce Rama. This dauntless young
warrior, worshipped for generations under the name of
Parasurama as a teacher of the martial art and as the
sixth incarnation of Vishnu, vanquished his father's
murderer, razed Mahishmati to the ground and promoted
Aryan settlements on the Narmada. Kartavirya's empire,
for such it was, included Anupa and Anartta (South
and North Gujarata), Saurashtra (Kathiavada), Avanti
(Malva) and Surasena (Mathura), thus clearly indica-
ting that these outlying provinces formed a homogeneous
group of colonies originally occupied by the Aryans of
the Outer Band.2 The myth that Parasurama, in no less than
twenty-one campaigns, destroyed all kings is suggestive
of the incessant war which the Bhrgus had to carry on
against the Haihayas. In his old age, the warrior made
Surparaka his home, and brought in his train the culture
of Aryavarta.
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